We cannot be the last generation to
see iconic species roaming the earth.

Annual Report 2019

Our Mission
For the Love of Wildlife exists to raise Australia’s leadership and global presence
in protecting animals from exploitation through compassionate action and ethical
stewardship. To stay immobilised and silent whilst our natural world is under siege
is a crime against nature.

Our Vision

Our natural world continues to be destroyed by our addiction to growth and
consumerism, with the increasing and ongoing commodification of wildlife. We
face enormous issues across the globe and a seeming lack of will and courage
from those that are charged to protect those under threat.

It’s our vision to restore the essential connection between all living things to
bring our planet into balance. Through leading the human-animal relationship,
For the Love of Wildlife aims to inspire the planet to live harmoniously,
respectfully and in unity with all living beings.

For the Love of Wildlife refuses to stay silent or immobilised and continues to
forge a path in our continued efforts, refusing the “business as usual” approach
given the unprecedented urgency.

If we’re to reverse the demise of the planet’s wildlife we have to be
courageous to face ourselves, get real about what is happening and act from
a place of deep compassion. It is no longer acceptable to “turn a blind eye”
- we are all in this together and it’s our job to make a change, however big or
small that change may be.

Our Strategy and
Key Projects
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Modernise CITES

(Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species in Wild Flora and Fauna)

Implement electronic
permitting to all 183
signatory countries

Reverse listing and
levy on trade

Establish protective measures
for lion populations
Collapse canned
hunting industry and
lion bone trade

Establish effective
measures for lion
populations

Improve Australian conservation landscape

Close Australia’s
domestic ivory and
rhino horn trade

Address wildlife
trafficking concerns
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Achievements

Chair’s Report
It has been an incredibly busy year for us and despite the fatigue, the momentum created by our work cannot stop.
When we consider that we’ve been pushing the Australian Government for more than three years to close the rampant,
unregulated trade in ivory and rhino horn, having briefed three separate Ministers over this time, with a lengthy
Parliamentary Inquiry - the resulting report recommending a full domestic trade ban and yet there’s still no action.
Minister for Environment Sussan Ley had the Australian delegation announce the trade ban at the CITES CoP in Geneva
in August and as I write, we await the news from the recent COAG as to how this will be implemented.

2015

Ban on the importation of lion trophies and body parts, a global first

2015

Australian partner Blood Lions™

2015

IFAW Action Award

2017

Founding Director Donalea Patman awarded Order of Australia Medal

2018

Hosted Australia’s first ivory and rhino horn crush event in Melbourne CBD

2018

Triggered the Parliamentary Inquiry into the unregulated domestic trade in ivory
and rhino horn

2018

The Joint Committee on Law Enforcement report recommends full domestic
trade ban in ivory and rhino horn

2019

More than 25 signatory countries engaged in modernising the Convention on the
International Trade in Endangered Species in Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES)

2019

8 countries in 12 days presenting to Ministers, MPs, CITES heads with our
modernisation proposal

2019

Environment Minister Sussan Ley supports the modernisation proposal

With the glacially slow process of addressing the plight of wildlife species by species, it has been our objective to address
a process that will have massive change for all species and in that, our proposal to modernise the Convention on the
International Trade in Endangered Species in Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES). This year we have engaged more than 25
signatory countries thanks to Dr Lynn Johnson and Dr Peter Lanius of Nature Needs More who are the architects of the
proposal, visiting eight countries in twelve days which has been received very positively. We have made several trips to
Canberra to meet with Ambassadors and High Commissioners and attended the CITES CoP in Geneva in August 2019.
The recent IPBES Global Assessment on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Report released earlier this year, states
that we’re likely to see more than a million species listed as endangered on CITES. Our work with collaborative partner
Nature Needs More Ltd continues to expose the systems that are no longer working in the protection and preservation
of wildlife. CITES was created to make sure trade didn’t contribute to a species extinction, and has had only one review
in its 44 years and that was 25 years ago. We know (and so do governments and the broader conservation community) it
is failing wildlife and until now, nobody has presented a solution to the outdated, paper-based monitoring system that is
currently unfit-for-purpose.
The past twelve months have been remarkably signficant for our small organisation, and we are very grateful for the
financial support of Dr Anne Small. But we need to address our ongoing funding as we have at least another three years
work until the next CoP in Costa Rica in 2022. I ask our supporters to not only contribute financially but also consider who
you know in your networks that could open doors for us to greater funding opportunities.
We also require assistance with our media activities as for our success in rolling out the electronic permitting to all 183
signatory countries, requires consistent global press.
Thank you to the Board, our supporters, members and volunteers. We cannot continue the “business as usual” model
and your valued support is so greatly appreciated.

Donalea Patman OAM
Founding Director
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Addressing the extinction crisis
By focusing on the legal trade in endangered species
Are you shocked to hear that the legal trade in endangered species is worth more than US$320 billion a year? And
that this enormous level of trade is monitored by a system that hasn’t been updated since the 70’s, is incredibly underresourced and still mostly paper-based? The legal trade in endangered species is one of the reasons so many species are
facing extinction.
What we know is that we cannot address the extinction crisis by a species by species approach. For the Love of Wildlife
has been the key driver for the ban on the importation of lion trophies and body parts and closing the domestic trade in
ivory and rhino horn. The ban on lion trophies took 18 months and we’re now into our third year in closing the domestic
trade in ivory and rhino horn, having consulted three successive Environment Ministers and today, we still don’t have an
action plan from the Australian government. This glacially slow process means we are watching wildlife disappear and the
global lack of political will shows that we must be more strategic in our approach.

The legal trade in wildlife products includes
elephant leather. One example is for fitting out
the interior in luxury cars.

During our investigations into the unregulated domestic trade in ivory and rhino horn, it became absolutely clear with
the massive discrepancies in the legal trade, that you could drive a truck through the loopholes in the current legal
trade system. There has been decades of research, academic papers, investigative reporting highlighting the flaws demonstrating that the current trade system is not only unfit-for-purpose, but surprisingly hasn’t been updated since the
70’s and has only had one review and that was 25 years ago. How has this been allowed to happen?
Partnering with Nature Needs More, we are incredibly excited by the fresh thinking and strategic solutions Dr Lynn
Johnson and Dr Peter Lanius present. With their extensive experience in business and trade, their approach to
modernising the existing CITES mechanism means there is real hope in addressing the extinction crisis.

Modernising CITES is critical
The Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species in Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) was created to make
sure species weren’t traded into extinction and yet what we see today is that this platform has been hijacked and abused
by traders and industry. The industry that profits from the lucrative trade in endangered species also doesn’t pay anything
in contributions to facilitate, monitor and enforce other than a nominal fee for a permit. With CITES struggling with the
increase in trade, it lacks the resources to operate effectively and has no funding to apply to anything further, or to stay
abreast of the changes in trade. CITES simply isn’t able to cope nor fulfil its function and we can’t believe that trade
isn’t being asked to contribute financially, whilst all the profits are privatised, the costs to facilitate, monitor and enforce
continue to be out sourced with a paper-based permit system, there’s no capacity to provide real time analytics, it’s a
guess as to how wild populations are faring.

https://www.carlexdesign.com/en/realisations/dodgechallenge-srt-hellcat
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Meetings with Nigeria, Guatemala, Sri Lanka and China, a few of the 25 signatory countries we’ve engaged this year alone.
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It is also worth noting that there has been more than US$200 million invested in promoting “sustainable utilisation” and
yet nothing has been invested in updating and upgrading the mechanism to facilitate the increase in trade, allowing the
illegal trade to flourish which is easily laundered through this flawed and out-of-date system.

How we are changing the landscape globally
Earlier this year, along with Nature Needs More, we wrote to various Ambassadors in Australia with our proposal,
highlighting the size of the legal trade and with that, how the legal trade is exacerbating the illegal trade as the
mechanism is antiquated and out-of-date. Whilst conservation is focused on the illegal trade, few NGO’s (if any) have
addressed the issues surrounding the legal trade.
The document we presented to Ambassadors, Ministers and High Commissioners illustrates how the trade in
endangered species is driving the extinction crisis. Those we met were all shocked at the presentation and a lot of them
asked “why hasn’t this been presented before?”...that’s what we ask too.
The positive responses we received during these meetings lead us to travel to the UK and Europe in April / May this year
where we visited eight countries in twelve days. Our meetings with the European Commission and heads of CITES in
Switzerland helped enormously in our preparations for CITES and our plans moving forward.
The proposal is a three step process:

Our collaboration with Nature Needs More shows
strength in strategy, policy and diplomacy with a
tenacity to get things done.

•

Electronic permitting

•

Reverse listing

•

Levy on trade

Electronic permitting has been on the table for at least a decade and we were pleased to see the first demonstration of
the system at CITES CoP18. The reverse listing approach was first tabled by Australia in 1981 when it was noted that the
current system would allow legal trade to be hijacked by industry. At this time there were 700 species listed, the approach
wasn’t taken up and today there are more than 36,000 species listed with this year’s IPBES Report stating that will soon be
a million. Under this system the default position is no commercial trade and the burden of
proof that trade is sustainable shifts from governments and NGOs to industry. This does not
mean that industry will dictate the framework and criteria for what constitutes ‘ecologically
sustainable use’ and what can be traded. Listings would still be subject to a vote at CoP, in
line with the current process. One of the prerequisites being that there would be no impact
on the wild populations or the habitats they live in. Whilst we know this is a change in
process, we are calling for a working group to explore the rationale for this approach.
Business works on a quarter-by-quarter time frame yet CITES meets every three years the listing process can take up to 24 years for a species to be addressed. Trade is always
seeking new markets and in this, will always be ahead of the current conservation model
and why it is absolutely necessary to remind ourselves that CITES is a trade body.

Meetings in the UK and Europe, April / May 2019 - twelve countries in eight days.
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At CITES in Geneva we attended a side event where United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
CITES, Swiss and the Sri Lankan Government presented the eCITES BaseSolution electronic permitting system. It is our
endeavour to have all 183 signatory countries have this implemented by CITES CoP19 being held in Costa Rica in 2022.

Closing the domestic trade in ivory and rhino horn in Australia
Our campaign in closing the unregulated domestic trade in ivory and rhino continues. Since finding ivory for sale in
Melbourne in early 2016 we’ve investigated the domestic trade and presented our findings to the Australian government,
hosting Australia’s first ivory and rhino horn crush event in Melbourne on World Wildlife Day in March 2018. This triggered
the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Law Enforcement inquiry.
We were invited to present evidence to the Parliamentary Inquiry in July 2018 which was held in Melbourne and also
conducted in Canberra, Sydney and Perth. The panel consisting of Jason Wood MP, Senator Lisa Singh and Craig Kelly
MP as Chair. The full day of inquiry held in Melbourne allowed a variety of parties to table information, including that of
investigators into illegal wildlife crime. What was presented was shocking, demonstrating that the criminal aspect falls
between Department of Environment and law enforcement bodies with few wildlife crimes being fully prosecuted. In
Australia, wildlife crime is seen as a boutique crime, low risk high reward. The judiciary handing out no more than a slap
on the wrist yet in law, ten years prison and up to $180,000 fine.

Our findings
•

Australia, as a signatory to CITES, didn’t prosecute anyone between the
years of 2010 and 2016 despite 411 seizures of suspected ivory and 25
seizures of suspected rhino horn during this period.

•

The CITES database and permit system for transferring ‘legal’ items across
international borders, has major significant shortfalls including virtually no
information about the items traded - in our opinion it is not fit for purpose
and would not stand up to the most basic audit.

Parliamentary Joint Committee
on Law Enforcement
Inquiry into the trade in elephant ivory and
rhinoceros horn

•

We found a discrepancy of almost 3,000 elephant specimens recorded as
traded from the UK to Australia between 2010 and 2016.

•

With industry allowed to self-regulate, it’s very easy for illegal products to
be laundered onto the domestic market.

•

Australian borders are certainly porous with ex-customs employees
informing us about how traffickers bring illegal wildlife ‘products’ into
the country including utilizing multiple consignment documents and
establishing shelf companies.

•

Due to limited resources and wildlife not being a high priority, Australian
customs only check a very small percentage of cargo.

•

Customs also confirmed the only training received for identifying and dealing with the illegal wildlife trade is 3.5
hours during the induction program for new employees with no further training or refresher courses with more than
35,000 species are listed.

•

The 2015 Australian Auditor General report had found that the Environment Department’s agility to regulate
wildlife trade has been undermined due to the absence of appropriate policy, monitoring and compliance.

•

There is a false underlying assumption that if ivory and rhino horn items are in the country then the items must
be legal.

September 2018

Photography Lens of Compassion
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Calling for greater contributions

Blood Lions

The world’s love affair with lions is manifested in the release of the
iconic animated film “The Lion King”. We noticed that in Disney’s
promotion of their wildlife foundation they pledged to contribute
to wild lion conservation.

There have been continued screenings in Australia to educate and
raise awareness on the brutal industry of captive breeding and
canned hunting. With the increase in the lion bone trade, our work in
modernising CITES will have an impact on the trade and therefore our
focus remains in addressing trade.

In a 2017 Forbes article, a Disney representative confirmed that
“The Lion King” brand has grossed just under US$8.1 billion
for the company. The company website states The Disney
Conservation Fund has donated US$70 million+ to save wildlife
(which may include ‘guest contributions’). Whilst this is welcome,
it represents only 0.9% of what has been made from The Lion
King franchise alone. Much of this has come from purchases of
franchise merchandise.
With our partners, we wrote to the CEO Robert Igor and asked
given the enormous profits, if Disney would consider contributing
a percentage of the profits to doing something real for lions,
remembering that:

If you wish to screen Blood Lions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Consider a gift in your will.
Leave a legacy for future generations and
save wildlife from extinction.
Outreach: education and awareness raising

•

populations of wild African lions have declined by 42 percent
over the past 21 years

It’s essential for us to continue engaging the public on issues facing wildlife and as such we have presented at education
centres including schools and universities, hosted private and public events and met with politicians at state and federal
level. We are invited to participate in teleconferences with large NGO’s and government, hosting workshops and
networking with like-minded groups.

•

in all but four African lion range countries, lion populations
have fallen, on average, 60%

Governance Report

•

only about 400 lions remain in the wild in 17 nations of West
Africa

For the Love of Wildlife Ltd is a not for profit company limited by guarantee and registered charity with the Australian
Charities and Not For Profit Commission (ACNC).

•

given the alarming decline in Africa’s lion populations, it is
prudent that an updated and extensive census of the species
takes place. It is estimated that approximately 15,000 lions
remain in the wild throughout all of Africa and there are only
5 viable populations (not managed by humans) in South
Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Kenya and Botswana collectively.

Our request is that a greater percentage of the US$8 billion plus,
made to-date, is committed to the conservation of wild lion
populations and importantly, funds from the upcoming movie
and the continuing franchise, are also invested into pragmatic
programs that make a real difference for wild lions.

Board
The Board is responsible for the governance of the organisation and
for ensuring that business activities are directed towards achieving
our mission, vision and activities. All the work to date has been 100%
volunteer.

What is critical in moving forward
Donalea Patman OAM
Founding Director & Chair

Stella Horgan
Founding Director

If Disney won’t contribute significantly to save lions in the wild,
given they’ve profited from using them to entertain the world,
then who will?

We have become, and will continue to be, a peak body to lobby
government on endangered species issues, productively working
with the Australian Government.

Lina Di Prisa
Executive Officer

For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2019
Page 10

For the Love of Wildlife has earned national and international
recognition, connections and support through working with
government. Working corroboratively with like-minded groups has
been very rewarding. We will endeavour to maintain established
connections with individuals and groups and foster new partnerships.

Dianne Lofts-Taylor
Secretary

We believe that in closing markets and stopping the demand for
wildlife products as a major focus in addressing the plight of iconic
species facing extinction. We cannot continue to address issues on a
species by species basis as wildlife survival doesn’t have the luxury of
time.
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Profit and Loss Statement as at 30 June 2019
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Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2018

For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2019
Page 13

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2018

Board of Directors Statement

The director has determined that the company is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies prescribed in Note 1 to the financial statements.
The director of the company declares that:
1.

the financial statements and notes, present fairly the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2019 and its
performance for the year on that date in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the
financial statements;

2.

in the director’s opinion, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its
debt when they become due and payable.

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the director.
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Chair: 		
Donalea Patman OAM

Date:

19 November 2019

Treasurer: 		
Dianne Lofts-Taylor

Date:

19 November 2019
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Auditor’s Statement

Fixing CITES
A mechanism for improving the monitoring
and regulation of the legal trade in flora and
fauna to help tackle the illegal trade.
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For the Love of Wildlife believes in closing
markets and stopping the demand for wildlife
products as one of the most significant ways
to address the major impact on species
extinction. Undoing the commodification
of wildlife along with global political will, is
critical in turning the extinction crisis around.
The ‘business as usual’ approach is no longer
acceptable.

We couldn’t do it without you
A very big thank you for the ongoing support and in
particular, the following people and organisations for
their donations, volunteering and in kind support.
Rob Downey
Dr Anne Small
Lynn Johnson and Peter Lanius
Stephen and Colleen Powell
Ric and Karen Pomeranz
Jenny Hyland and Stephen Price
Kristi Cairns
John and Margo Steiner-King
Jane and Ken Symons
Pippa Hankinson
Delilah and Christopher Hansson

Ted Secombe
Kate Jenvey
Athanasia Steffen
Ariel Spilsbury
Lina and Darren Di Prisa
Tull Suwannakit
Fran Bolland
Remrov
Amy Tyers
Marini Ferlazzo
Proserpina Bakehouse

Thank you to our fantastic volunteers!
If you wish to volunteer and have skills that can contribute
to our campaigns or assist with the daily running of the
organisation, please don’t hesitate to contact us at
info@fortheloveofwildlife.org.au
To contribute to our ongoing campaigns, we’re more than
happy to present our philanthropy pack to investors.
Photography Stephen Powell
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