
We cannot be the last generation 
to see lions, rhinos and elephants 
roaming the earth. 
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It’s our vision to restore the essential connection between all living things 
to bring our planet into balance. Through leading the human-animal 
relationship, For the Love of Wildlife aims to inspire the planet to live 
harmoniously, respectfully and in unity with all living beings.

If we’re to reverse the demise of the planet’s wildlife we have to be 
courageous to face ourselves, get real about what is happening and act 
from a place of deep compassion. It is no longer acceptable to “turn a 
blind eye” - we are all in this together and it’s our job to make a change, 
however big or small that change may be.

Our Vision

For the Love of Wildlife exists to raise Australia’s leadership and global 
presence in protecting animals from exploitation through compassionate 
action and ethical stewardship. To stay immobilised and silent whilst our 
natural world is under siege is a crime against nature. 

Our natural world continues to be destroyed by our addiction to growth and 
consumerism, with the increasing and ongoing commodification of wildlife. We 
face enormous issues across the globe and a seeming lack of will and courage 
from those that are charged to protect. 

For the Love of Wildlife refuses to stay silent or immobilised and continues 
to forge a path in our continued efforts, refusing the “business as usual” 
approach given the unprecedented urgency. 

Our Mission
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Establish protective measures  
for lion populations

Establish effective 
measures for lion 

populations

Improve Australian conservation landscape

Close Australia’s 
domestic ivory and 

rhino horn trade

Address wildlife 
trafficking concerns

Collapse canned 
hunting industry and 

lion bone trade

Our Strategy 
and  
Key Projects
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Invest in saving the world’s magnificent and iconic species by 
contributing to For the Love of Wildlife - a nimble, courageous 

and dedicated team, batting way above our weight. 
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Chair’s Report

After the tremendous success of our first campaign with Australia banning the importation of lion trophies and body parts 
as a direct response to the cruel and barbaric industry of predator breeding and canned hunting, we have taken what 
we’ve learned to address the unregulated domestic trade in ivory and rhino horn in Australia. The #NoDomesticTrade 
campaign began when ivory was found for sale in early 2016 in a bric-a-brac shop in Chapel Street, Melbourne - shocked 
to discover that it is still legal to buy and sell ivory. It has been the major focus of work for us over the past two and a half 
years - and we’re still focused on getting an Australian ban! 

Over recent years we have worked to close Australia’s trade to ensure we are not 
complicit in the elephant and rhino poaching crisis. We hosted a landmark event 
on World Wildlife Day (3 March 2018) with Australia’s very first ivory and rhino horn 
destruction event, the Melbourne Crush. This event was attended by Jason Wood MP 
and event ambassador Collette Dinnigan AO, with support from a host of high profile 
individuals, with our partners for this event, Save African Rhino Foundation, Born Free 
and Zoos Victoria, demonstrating Australia calls for a full trade ban and the only value 
ivory and rhino horn has is on a living animal. 

Most recently, the Joint Committee on Law Enforcement which initiated an inquiry 
due to the Melbourne Crush, has recommended a full domestic trade ban with 
minimal exemptions following a seven-month parliamentary inquiry. It now falls upon 
Environment Minister Melissa Price to adopt the recommendations and we continue 
our work to ensure this.

In April this year, For the Love of Wildlife was awarded Deductible Gift Recipient status which assists greatly in the not-
for-profit sector. 

We continue with our work in closing the barbaric canned hunting industry and as the Australian partners of the Blood 
Lions campaign, will host further screenings across multiple locations and continue to raise awareness and educate the 
ongoing issues of voluntourism and tourism. 

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank all of For the Love of Wildlife’s members and supporters. We cannot do 
the work we do without your continued support. I also thank our Board for their ongoing work and incredible support, 
everyone’s time is 100% volunteer. 

Donalea Patman OAM

Founding Director
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In Australia, 77% of adults 
already think that it is illegal to 
sell ivory in the country and 86% 
when told the ivory trade was 
legal, said it should be banned. 



No Domestic Trade
Closing the Australian unregulated domestic trade in ivory and rhino horn. 

For the Love of Wildlife has spent recent years investigating and researching Australia’s domestic ivory and rhino horn 
trade to uncover that the industry is self-regulated without monitoring, policing or enforcement. We were shocked to 
uncover a blatant disregard for the law by traders with illegal items able to be sold through the unregulated legal trade. 
Every day this continues, we continue providing opportunity for wildlife traffickers to launder items from recently killed 
elephants and rhinos into our legal domestic market.

Working with collaborative partners Dr Lynn Johnson of Nature Needs More and Fiona Gordon, Gordon Consulting NZ 
we monitored the industry through auction houses, the antiques industry and online trading platforms. We looked at 
trade data contained in the CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) trade database regarding 
ivory traded from the UK to Australia between 2010 and 2016 with no doubt that the permitting system is unfit for 
purpose. We also interviewed people from a number of sectors including freight, customs, law enforcement, rangers, 
NGO’s, government and conservation groups. 

Our findings
•	 Australia,	as	a	signatory	to	CITES,	didn’t	prosecute	

anyone between the years of 2010 and 2016 despite 
411 seizures of suspected ivory and 25 seizures of 
suspected rhino horn during this period.

•	 The	CITES	database	and	permit	system	for	
transferring ‘legal’ items across borders, has 
major concerning shortfalls including next to no 
information about the items traded - in our opinion 
is not fit for purpose and would not stand up to the 
most basic audit.

•	 We	found	a	discrepancy	of	almost	3,000	elephant	
specimens recorded as traded from the UK to 
Australia between 2010 and 2016.

•	 With	industry	allowed	to	self-regulate,	it’s	very	easy	for	illegal	products	to	be	laundered	onto	the	domestic	market.

•	 Australian	borders	are	certainly	porous	with	ex-customs	employees	informing	us	about	how	traffickers	bring	illegal	
wildlife ‘products’ into the country including utilizing multiple consignment documents and establishing shelf 
companies. 

•	 Due	to	limited	resources	and	willdife	not	a	high	priority,	customs	only	check	a	very	small	percentage	of	cargo.

•	 Customs	also	confirmed	the	only	training	received	for	identifying	and	dealing	with	the	illegal	wildlife	trade	is	3.5	
hours during the induction program for new starters with no further training or refresher courses (35,000 species are 
listed).

•	 The	2015	Australian	Auditor	General	report	had	found	that	the	Environment	Department’s	agility	to	regulate	
wildlife trade has been undermined due to the absence of appropriate policy, monitoring and compliance.

•	 There	is	a	false	underlying	assumption	that	if	ivory	and	rhino	horn	items	are	in	the	country	then	the	items	must	 
be legal.

For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2018  
Page 5



For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2018  
Page 6



How we responded to what we uncovered
As part of the campaign, Nature Needs More hosted a workshop in August 2017 to present findings to key stakeholders 
including Jason Wood MP and his Media Advisor Atia Sadiqzai, Nicholas Duncan of Save African Rhino Foundation, 
Fiona Gordon of Gordon Consulting NZ, Roderick Campbell of The Australia Institute and Nigel Dawson of 3 Wise Men. 
Invitations were sent out to auction houses and antique dealers, but no industry representative attended. 

Jason Wood was shocked at what was presented and pledged to address the domestic trade, tabling a Motion in the 
House of Representatives in October 2017. 

With this major step forward by the Federal Government, it was important to engage high profile individuals for 
endorsement and support and early this year we proudly announced South African born, internationally acclaimed 
designer, Collette Dinnigan AO as Ambassador for our Melbourne Crush event, Australia’s very first ivory and rhino 
horn destruction event. The Melbourne Crush was held on Saturday 3 March – World Wildlife Day in the very heart of 
Melbourne’s Bourke Street Mall. The purpose of the Melbourne Crush was to send a loud and clear message that the 
only value ivory and rhino horn has is on a living animal, and that Australians do not support the sale of these items in our 
country.

Supporting the Melbourne Crush were event partners including Save African Rhino Foundation, Born Free Foundation 
and Zoos Victoria who were thrilled to be part of this historic event. Zoos Victoria sent out a call to the public with an 
online social media campaign for members of the public to donate ivory and rhino horn items for crushing which they no 
longer wanted to own. 100kgs of raw unworked 
ivory was also donated for crushing by the 
Federal Government thanks to Jason Wood, 
which had been seized at Perth International 
Airport in 2015.

Collette Dinnigan and 3 Degrees, a Melbourne 
PR company assisted with contacting high profile 
individuals for messages of support and assisted 
with an online media campaign and a variety of 
press leading up to the event. We very proudly 
had the support from the following people;

John Farnham, Asher Keddie, Helen Clark (former 
NZ Prime Minister), Helena Christensen, Dr Jane 
Goodall, Peter Singer, Neil Perry, Glenn Shorrock, 
Louise Olsen, Dr Michelle Henley, Jason Gillespie, 
Dr Jenny Gray, Will Travers and Ian Michler.

The Melbourne Crush was attended by 
Jason Wood MP, Collette Dinnigan AO, our 
collaborative partners as well as Nature Needs 
More, Gordon Consulting NZ, members from 
International Fund for Animal Welfare, Jane 
Goodall Institute, NZ for Endangered Wildlife 
and other non-government organisations. All who 
attended support closing Australia’s domestic 
ivory and rhino horn trade. Also in attendance 
was John Albrecht, Managing Director of Leonard 
Joel – Melbourne’s largest auction house who has 
shown leadership in the industry by stopping their 
ivory and rhino horn trade. 
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The event raised national and international media attention, with Jason Wood proudly starting the crusher with his wife 
and daughter helping load objects into the machine. 

Only a few weeks later, the Joint Committee on Law Enforcement initiated a Parliamentary Inquiry into Australia’s 
unregulated domestic trade. Over the seven-month inquiry we continued gathering evidence of the shocking nature 
of Australia’s trade including obtaining video and audio of dealers selling ivory they could not determine the age of, 
advising buyers of how to illegally smuggle items out of the country, and offering to write receipts saying products were 
bone or resin rather than ivory. 

For the Love of Wildlife Directors Donalea Patman and Hayley Vella provided submissions to the inquiry and gave 
evidence at the Melbourne hearing including presenting the video footage to the Secretariat. 

Jason Wood continues to champion the call for a domestic ban on the trade of ivory and rhino horn along with Senator 
Lisa Singh who initiated the parliamentary inquiry.

Outcome to date
On Wednesday 19 September the Joint Committee on Law Enforcement 
released its recommendation report - recommending a full domestic trade 
ban with minimal exemptions. This is a major step in closing Australia’s trade and it now falls upon our new Environment 
Minister Melissa Price to adopt the recommendations. We continue our work to ensure this.

What is critical in moving forward
The most pressing issue for For the Love of Wildlife moving forward is a focused effort to raise funds to continue with this 
important work. 

For the Love of Wildlife has earned national and international recognition, connections and support through working with 
government and conservation organisations. Working collaboratively with like-minded groups has been very rewarding. 
We will endeavour to maintain established connections with individuals and groups and foster new partners.

We have become, and will continue to be, a peak body to lobby government for endangered species issues. Our success 
with working with the Australian Government continues. 

We believe in closing markets and stopping the demand for wildlife products has a major impact in addressing the plight 
of iconic species facing extinction. Through changing behaviour, undoing the commodification of wildlife and creating 
global political will, so much more could be achieved. 

September 2018

Parliamentary Joint Committee
on Law Enforcement

Inquiry into the trade in elephant ivory and 
rhinoceros horn

Evidence presented to the Parliamentary Inquiry included information 
about  Australians ordering product (ivory and rhino horn), kill on demand 
from Kenya and Tanzania. 
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Campaign to close predator breeding and canned hunting
We have worked closely with Concept Marketing and Quenda 
Designs in Western Australia in creating targeted, behaviour 
change ads for our ongoing campaign to address the brutal 
industry of canned hunting and the associated industries of cub 
petting, lion walking, voluntourism and the lion bone trade. 

It’s essential to address the “hero” shot we see on social media 
where hunters like to pose with their kill. These are not skilled 
hunters - they are shooting tame, hand reared lions that are 
often drugged and baited. 

No skill, no brains, no courage! 

It’s our intention to develop further strategies and campaigns to 
undermine the industry and the status of their clientele. 

Outreach: education and awareness raising
It’s essential for us to continue engaging the public on issues 
facing wildlife and as such have presented at education centres 
including schools and universities, hosted private and public 
events, met with politicians at state and federal level. We are 
invited to participate in teleconferences with large NGO’s and 
government, hosting workshops and networking with like-
minded groups.  

Consider a gift in your will.  
Leave a legacy for future generations and  

save Africa’s iconic species from extinction. 
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Donalea Patman OAM 
Founding Director & Chair

Stella Horgan      
Founding Director

Hayley Vella   
Executive Officer

Alison Warham  
Treasurer

Dianne Lofts-Taylor 
Secretary

Board
The Board is responsible for the governance of the organisation and 
for ensuring that business activities are directed towards achieving 
our mission, vision and activities.  All the work to date has been 
100% volunteer. 

Governance Report
For the Love of Wildlife Ltd is a not for profit company limited by 
guarantee and registered charity with the Australian Charities and 
Not For Profit Commission (ACNC).
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Profit and Loss Statement as at 30 June 2018
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Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2018
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Board of Directors Statement
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The director has determined that the company is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report 
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies prescribed in Note 1 to the financial statements. 

The director of the company declares that:

1.  the financial statements and notes, present fairly the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2018 and its 
performance for the year on that date in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the 
financial statements;

2. in the director’s opinion, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its 
debt when they become due and payable. 

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the director.

Chair:   Date:      14 November 2018
 Donalea Patman

Treasurer:   Date:      14 November 2018
 Alison Warnham



Auditor’s Statement
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For the Love of Wildlife believes in closing markets and stopping the demand 
for wildlife products as one of the most significant ways to address the major 
impact on species extinction. Through behaviour change campaigns, undoing the 
commodification of wildlife along with global political will, is critical in turning the 
extinction crisis around. The ‘business as usual’ approach is no longer acceptable. 
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We are in what scientists call the 6th mass extinction, 
losing approximately 10,000 species a year,  

yet the slow-paced “business as usual” approach 
exhibited by government and non-government  

agencies continues. 



We couldn’t do it without you
A very big thank you for the ongoing support and in particular, the following people and organisations for their 
donations, volunteering and in kind support. 

Rob Downey, Dominion Legal

Evan Pasmans, Adline Design

Dr Anne Small 

Lynn Johnson and Peter Lanius, Nature Needs More

Stephen and Colleen Powell

Ric and Karen Pomeranz

Jenny Hyland and Stephen Price 

Collette Dinnigan, Liza Wooden and Bradley Cocks

3 Degrees

NAC Media

Augusta Miller and Michael Dahlstrom (and their  
incredible creative team)

Zoos Victoria

Born Free Foundation

Save African Rhino Foundation

Kristi Cairns, Big Little Numbers Bookkeeping

Candy Green, Little Trunks Project

Thank you to our fantastic volunteers! 

If you wish to volunteer and have skills that can contribute to our campaigns or 
assist with the daily running of the organisation, please don’t hesitate to let us 
know - info@fortheloveofwildlife.org.au

To contribute to any of our ongoing campaigns, we’re more than happy to 
meet to present our philanthropy pack to investors. We have projects starting 
at $20,000 a year to projects requiring investment of up to and over $5 million. 
If you wish to turn the extinction crisis around and save lions and other species 
for future generations, please contact us. 

Athanasia Steffen

Meralyn Vincent

Ariel Spilsbury

Lina and Darren Di Prisa

Tull Suwannakit

Fran Bolland, Quenda Design

Steve Shepherd, Concept Marketing  

Remrov’s Artwork

Amy Tyers, The Lion’s Share

Marini Ferlazzo

Kennards Hire

Structured Events

Jennifer Joseph

Anne Mathison

Pippa Hankinson and the Blood Lions team

Proserpina Bakery, Sassafras

Chris and Fiona Grech, Chris Grech Design
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