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It’s our vision to restore the essential connection between all living things 
to bring our planet into balance. Through leading the human-animal 
relationship, For the Love of Wildlife aims to inspire the planet to live 
harmoniously, respectfully and in unity with all living beings.

If we’re to reverse the demise of the planet’s wildlife we have to be 
courageous to face ourselves, get real about what is happening and act from 
a place of deep compassion. It is no longer acceptable to “turn a blind eye” 
- we are all in this together and it’s our job to make a change, however big or 
small that change may be.

Our Vision

For the Love of Wildlife exists to raise Australia’s leadership and global presence 
in protecting animals from exploitation through compassionate action and ethical 
stewardship. To stay immobilised and silent whilst our natural world is under 
siege is a crime against nature. 

Our natural world continues to be destroyed by our addiction to growth and 
consumerism, with the increasing and ongoing commodification of wildlife. We 
face enormous issues across the globe and a seeming lack of will and courage 
from those that are charged to protect those under threat. 

For the Love of Wildlife refuses to stay silent or immobilised and continues to 
forge a path in our continued efforts, refusing the “business as usual” approach 
given the unprecedented urgency. 

Our Mission
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Improve Australian conservation landscape

Electronic permitting 
to be interoperable 
with global system

Address wildlife 
trafficking concerns

Establish protective measures  
for lion populations

Establish effective 
measures for lion 

populations

Collapse canned 
hunting industry and 

lion bone trade
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2015  Australia bans the importation of lion trophies and body parts, a 
global first

2015 Australian partner Blood Lions™

2015 IFAW Action Award

2017  Founding Director Donalea Patman awarded Order of Australia 
Medal 

2018 Hosted Australia’s first ivory and rhino horn crush event in 
Melbourne CBD, #MelbourneCrush

2018 Triggered Parliamentary Inquiry into the unregulated domestic 
trade in ivory and rhino horn

2018 The Joint Committee on Law Enforcement report recommends full 
domestic trade ban in ivory and rhino horn 

2019 Met with more than 30 signatory countries in modernising the 
Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species in 
Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) 

2019 8 countries in 12 days presenting to Ministers, MPs, CITES heads 
with modernising CITES proposal

2019 Australian Environment Minister Sussan Ley supports the 
modernisation of CITES proposal

2019  Australia announces domestic trade ban in ivory and rhino horn at 
CITES CoP in Geneva August 2019

2019 Attended launch of eCITES electronic permitting in  
Sri Lanka, invited by Minister for Tourism and Wildlife  
Hon John Amaratunga 

2019 Inaugral Renewable Energy Cup Charity Yacht Race selects For the 
Love of Wildlife 

2020 Continued high level engagement with the Australian Government

Achievements

Photography Stephen Powell



Chair’s Report

Who would have thought that the legal trade in wildlife would bring the world to its knees. The horrific loss of life and the 
catastrophic economic impact due to a pandemic which has been directly linked to the trade in endangered species. 

Working with Nature Needs More Ltd, we have engaged more than 30 signatory countries with our proposal to fix the 
trade system with almost all wanting to participate in moving forward. 2019 was an incredibly busy year with overseas 
travel and many trips to Canberra. Invited to attend CITES CoP18 in Geneva in August and then invited to attend the 
launch of eCITES BaseSolution electronic permitting launch in Sri Lanka by then Minister for Tourism and Wildlife,  
Hon John Amaratunga with Australian High Commissioner, Victoria Coakley. 

Meetings had been arranged for India in March to meet with Government, where I was also attending the WILD11 
Conference, but unfortunately all cancelled due to Covid-19. It was our hope that India would participate in 
implementing electronic permitting after Sri Lanka, to be followed by the Oceania region. Without the capacity to travel, 
we have seen a delay in progressing this work but knowing that if electronic permitting had been implemented, the full 
scope of trade would have been known and a red flag raised. We cannot continue to discuss these solutions for another 
decade knowing that legal trade is driving the extinction crisis, that zoonosis and pandemics have been expected and yet 
the mechanism that facilitates trade has been left to languish - we are talking about one of the most lucrative trades in 
the world. 

Lynn Johnson of Nature Needs More and I had planned to be in the US in May and June this year to meet with funders 
(we find that the philanthropy sector in Australia lacks the understanding of the impact of our work) and also World Bank 
and members of the UN in funding the US$30 million to roll out electronic permitting globally. Qantas had donated our 
flights and the money raised was assisting with that trip. Whilst we’ve been in lockdown, the work continues and many 
meetings have been had electronically. 

Whilst the world learns to adjust to Covid-19, I can’t help but reflect on the lack of urgency or lack of implementation with 
recent catastrophic events like the recent bushfires both in Australia and America and this pandemic - but the addiction 
to “business as usual” when it’s glaringly obvious  we have breached our boundaries with nature, our greed and over-
consumption is killing not only us, but it’s killing everything. David Attenborough, who at 93, is still begging us to wake 
up, be respectful and learn to live with every other species that makes this amazing planet so incredible, we should 
all be deeply ashamed.  The call for 30% of the planet for nature is not too much to ask and I’d certainly like to see no 
trade in endangered species but until we have a collective “ah ha” moment, then let’s fix the basics and give wildlife an 
opportunity to find it’s way off the endangered species list. Legal trade is a key driver of extinction. 

Nature Needs More and For the Love of Wildlife are the only two organisations that are driving the modernisation 
proposal...both small Australian grass roots organisations that continue to bat above their weight, stepping into the void 
left by large conservation. 

Thank you to all our supporters who understand how significant this work is, for your financial support and for cheering us 
on. A special thank you to Dr Anne Small, Renewable Energy Cup Charity Yacht Race and Qantas. 

Donalea Patman OAM

Founding Director

For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2020 
Page 3



For the Love of Wildlife Annual Report 2020  
Page 4

One of the most heartbreaking experiences at CoP was 
watching a representative from Senegal, via a translator, 

beg for funding to protect their last gorillas. 



The trade in wildlife is a free-for-all and a 
pandemic was just a matter of time
One of the most lucrative trades in the world is using a trade system that hasn’t been updated since the 70’s

The world has known that it was just a matter of time before there would be a global pandemic. With a history of 
outbreaks such as SARS, Ebola, Mers, etc this could have emerged from any number of countries, the wet markets just 
a microcosm of the enormous global trade. As this report is being written, one of the worst outbreaks of Bird Flu is 
occurring in Victoria, Melbourne, Australia and yet there’s very little media on it. 

Australia should be applauded for garnering the support of countries in investigating the origins of Covid-19, the focus 
on Wuhan, China will barely scrape the surface of the vast trade in endangered species. The full trade system needs an 
overhaul from captive breeding facilities through to manufacturers and traders that utilise wildlife products. In a digital 
world, the existing wildlife trade lacks traceability, track ability, doesn’t integrate with customs, data is antiquated and 
lacks transparency, and the illicit trade easily laundered through the existing trade system. 

The legal trade in endangered species is worth more than US$320 billion a year and that figure is more than a decade old 
- there’s no way of knowing just how large the trade is today because the data is so opaque. But what we do know is that 
legal trade is driving extinction - the biggest driver in marine species 
and the second biggest driver in terrestrial species. 

We cannot address the extinction crisis species by species as it is 
glacially slow. There has been decades of research, academic papers, 
investigative reporting highlighting the flaws - demonstrating that 
the current trade system is not only unfit-for-purpose, but surprisingly 
hasn’t been updated since the 70’s and has only had one review 
and that was 25 years ago. How has this been allowed to happen? 
Most treaties are reviewed every 3-5 years and we’re talking about 
endangered species.

Modernising CITES is critical

CITES was created to make sure species weren’t traded into 
extinction and yet what we see today is that this platform has been 
hijacked and abused by traders and industry. The industry that profits 
from the lucrative trade in endangered species doesn’t contribute 
other than a nominal fee for a permit. With CITES struggling with the 
increase in trade, it lacks the resources to operate effectively or to 
stay abreast of the changes in trade. CITES simply isn’t able to cope 
nor fulfil its function and we can’t believe that trade isn’t being asked 
to contribute financially, whilst all the profits are privatised, the costs 
to facilitate, monitor and enforce continue to be out-sourced with a 
paper-based permit system, there’s no capacity to provide real time 
analytics, it’s a guess as to how wild populations are faring. 

It is also worth noting that there has been more than US$200 million invested in promoting “sustainable utilisation” and 
yet nothing has been invested in updating and upgrading the mechanism to facilitate the increase in trade, allowing the 
illegal trade to flourish which is easily laundered through this flawed and out-of-date system. 
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For the Love of Wildlife attended CITES CoP18 
in Geneva, sadly moved from Sri Lanka as host 
country due to terrorist attack earlier in the year. 

Kangaroo skin is a favourite for lining jackets because 
of it’s warmth and softness.  

Until CITES is modernised, luxury brands cannot claim that these products are sustainable or ethically sourced. 

Using the two day break to visit Milan to see what  
was fashionable on the high streets...stingray,  

ostrich, python, crocodile, aligator, fur. 



We’ve met with more than 30 signatory countries

Our focus continues in meeting with governments who are signatories to CITES (183 in total), presenting our proposal to 
modernise CITES and almost all of them are in support of the proposal.  

The document we’ve presented to governments including Ambassadors, Ministers and High Commissioners illustrates 
how the trade in endangered species is driving the extinction crisis. Those we met were all shocked at the presentation, 
had expected that the trade system would be like any other (digitised) and appalled that it has been left to languish. 

The proposal is a three step process: 
• Electronic permitting 
• Reverse listing 
• Levy on trade 

Electronic permitting has been on the table for at least a decade 
and we were pleased to see the first demonstration of the system 
at CITES CoP18 and has since been implemented in Sri Lanka. The 
reverse listing approach was first tabled by Australia in 1981 when 
it was noted that the current system would allow legal trade to be 
hijacked by industry. At this time there were 700 species listed, the 
approach wasn’t taken up and today there are more than 38,000 
species listed with last year’s IPBES Report stating that will soon be 
a million. Under this system the default position is no commercial 
trade and the burden of proof that trade is sustainable shifts from 
governments and NGOs to industry. This does not mean that 
industry will dictate the framework and criteria for what constitutes 
‘ecologically sustainable use’ and what can be traded. Listings 
would still be subject to a vote at CoP, in line with the current 
process. One of the prerequisites being that there would be no 
impact on the wild populations or the habitats they live in. Whilst 
we know this is a change in process, we are calling for a working 
group to explore the rationale for this approach. 

Business works on a quarter-by-quarter time frame yet CITES 
meets every three years - the listing process can take up to 24 years for a species to listed under CITES. Trade is always 
seeking new markets and in this, will always be ahead of the current conservation model and why it is absolutely 
necessary to remind ourselves that CITES is a trade body. 

At CITES in Geneva we attended a side event where United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
CITES, Swiss and the Sri Lankan Government presented the eCITES BaseSolution electronic permitting system. It is our 
endeavour to have all 183 signatory countries have this implemented by CITES CoP19 being held in Costa Rica in 2022 
(given Covid-19 we don’t expect this to be achievable as training teams are unable to travel). 
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Our campaign #NoDomesticTrade succeeds in closing the 
domestic market

It was incredibly emotional to be in the room in Geneva at the CITES CoP18 to hear the Australian delegation announce 
that Australia will ban the domestic trade in elephant ivory and rhino horn. 

A campaign that began in 2016 when ivory was found for sale on Chapel Street in Melbourne by Donalea Patman who 
couldn’t believe it was for sale in a bric-a-brac shop. Australia complicit in the current poaching crisis whilst there is 
unregulated, rampant trade. 

During the campaign, we found that many Australians thought it was already banned, in disbelief to discover how much 
is sold legally in antique stores, auction rooms and bric-a-brac shops.

Part of the campaign included For the Love of Wildlife 
hosting Australia’s first ivory and rhino horn crush event, 
#MelbourneCrush, in March 2018 in Melbourne, on World 
Wildlife Day, which triggered the Parliamentary Inquiry 
in Law Enforcement, with the report published late 2018 
recommending a full trade ban. We were called to give 
evidence at the inquiry along with collaborative partners, 
with evidence being presented by numerous individuals 
and organisations. 

We thank Jason Wood MP who has been the driver of this 
through parliament as well as then Senator Lisa Singh for 
their passionate and committed work.

Whilst we applaud this announcement, Australia has 
since suffered catastrophic bush fires and now, like the 
rest of the world, is dealing with Covid-19 which means 
implementing this ban doesn’t look promising for the 
immediate future. We implore Australia to not forget its 
commitment and moves this forward.
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Invited to attend launch of electronic permitting in Sri Lanka

At CITES CoP, along with Nature Needs More, we were excited to attend the side event featuring  eCITES BaseSolution 
electronic permitting which has been developed by UNCTAD with CITES and the Swiss and Sri Lankan Governments, 
with Sri Lanka the first country to implement and trial.

Honoured to be invited to attend the launch of eCITES in Sri Lanka in October 2019 by Minister for Tourism and Wildlife, 
Hon John Amaratunga. Also attending the launch was the Australian High Commissioner, Victoria Coakley who was 
incredibly impressed with the presentation and wished to assist with global implementation. It was our intention to visit 
the Indian Government in March this year to follow Sri Lanka but unfortunately, plans had to be cancelled due to Covid. 

Now that the system has been implemented, we were focused on a global roll out before the next CoP which is 
scheduled to be held in Costa Rica in 2022. Given implementation can take between 6-12 weeks, which makes this 
absolutely doable before Covid, with the cost US$150,000 per country (US$30 million for all 183 signatory countries).  
The economic collapse due to trade, this is a paltry amount and we would 
expect that the links between wet markets in China and the global trade in 
endangered species, modernising the trade mechanism to be a first step.

With the 2019 IPBES report confirmed direct exploitation for trade is the second 
biggest threat to species survival in terrestrial  and first biggest threat to marine, 
it’s imperative for swift and urgent action.

Whilst in Sri Lanka, appearing on a segment on the morning show Rise and 
Shine TV, and also a full page article on our attendance at the launch. 

The time in Sri Lanka was incredible, a country that has fabulous and abundant 
wildlife, a country that could lead the world with ethical and responsible tourism 
given it’s location and iconic beauty. It’s a rare gem which should be protected.  
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High level engagement with the Australian Government

We’ve been invited to attend meetings 
in Canberra to discuss the issues with the 
current legal wildlife trade system including a 
meeting with Environment Minister Sussan Ley, 
Assistant Minister for Customs Jason Wood, 
Warren Entsch MP, heads of Department of 
Environment and Wildlife Trade, Customs and 
Border Force. We work bipartisan and work 
with politicians who assist with not only inter 
operability with a global trade system but the 
reverse listing approach, first addressed by the 
Fraser Government in 1981.

We have tabled the solutions, now we need 
political will. 

Blood Lions

There have been continued screenings in Australia to educate and raise awareness on 
the brutal industry of captive breeding and canned hunting, focusing on volunteers 
who unwittingly engage in hand raising cubs, believing they are orphans and doing true 
conservation work. With the increase in the lion bone trade, our work in modernising CITES 
will have an impact on the trade and therefore our focus remains in addressing trade. 

If you wish to screen Blood Lions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Outreach: education and awareness raising

It’s essential for us to continue engaging the public on issues facing wildlife and as such we 
have presented at education centres including schools and universities, hosted private and 
public events and met with politicians at state and federal level. We are invited to participate 
in teleconferences with large NGO’s and government, hosting workshops and networking with 
like-minded groups.  

What is critical in moving forward

For the Love of Wildlife has earned national and international recognition, connections and support through working 
with government. Working corroboratively with like-minded groups has been very rewarding and we will endeavour to 
maintain established connections with individuals and groups and foster new partnerships.

We have become, and will continue to be, a peak body in lobbying governments in endangered species issues, 
productively working with the Australian Government. 

We believe that in closing markets and stopping demand for wildlife products as the most critical work and a major focus 
in addressing the plight of iconic species facing extinction. We cannot continue to address issues on a species by species 
basis as wildlife survival doesn’t have the luxury of time. 
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Renewable Energy Cup Charity Yacht Race

The inaugral Renewable Energy Cup Charity Yacht Race chose For the Love of Wildlife to be the charity of choice for the 
yacht race held in Sydney in October last year. Attended and opened by NSW Minister for Environment, Matt Kean and 
other MPs. Thanks to Hamish and Isabella Wall for all their work and greatly appreciate the donation of $30,000. 

Donalea Patman with NSW Minister for Environment, Matt Kean.
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Donalea Patman OAM 
Founding Director & Chair

Stella Horgan      
Founding Director

Dianne Lofts-Taylor 
Secretary

Governance Report

For the Love of Wildlife Ltd is a not for profit company limited by guarantee and registered charity with the Australian 
Charities and Not For Profit Commission (ACNC). Registered with REO (Register of Environmental Organisations) and 
have Deductible Gift Recipient Status. 

Board

The Board is responsible for the governance of the organisation and for ensuring that business activities are directed 
towards achieving our mission, vision and activities.  All the work to date has been 100% volunteer.

Consider a gift in your will.  
Leave a legacy for future generations and  

save precious wildlife from extinction. 
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For The Love Of Wildlife Limited
ABN 20 807 354 752

Detailed Profit and Loss Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020

2020 2019
$ $

Income
Ticket Sales 840

Sales - Merchandise 1,401

Memberships 1,768 1,091

Voluntary Gifts 68,858 55,311

Interest received 48 93

Other income 1,318

Jobkeeper Income 6,000

Total income 77,991 58,735

Expenses
Accountancy 671 862

Bookkeeping 305 468

Gifts 356 1,131

Advertising and promotion 50 236

Bank Fees And Charges 296 198

Square Fees Account 23 15

Preliminary expenses 244 244

Depreciation - other 4,729

Donations 3,654 10,104

Entertainment 519

Fund Raising Event Costs 1,136 1,950

Insurance 1,095

Gas, Water and Electricity 666 1,084

Postage 174 156

Printing & stationery 299 685

Rent on land & buildings 11,588 10,104

Repairs & maintenance 252 80

Car Allowance 4,980

Subscriptions 607 1,614

Telephone & Internet 615 579

Travel, accom & conference 12,093 15,671

Wages 13,980

Website and Hosting Expenses 669 1,150

Workshop /Meeting Costs 143 1,416

Total expenses 52,550 54,341

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

For The Love Of Wildlife Limited
ABN 20 807 354 752

Detailed Profit and Loss Statement
For the year ended 30 June 2020

2020 2019
$ $

Profit from Ordinary Activities before income tax 25,441 4,395

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.
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For The Love Of Wildlife Limited
ABN 20 807 354 752

Detailed Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020

Note 2020 2019
$ $

Current Liabilities

Payables

Unsecured:
Trade creditors 550

PAYG Withholding Payable 676

1,226

Total Current Liabilities 1,226

Non-Current Liabilities

Financial Liabilities

Unsecured:
Loans from other persons 48,559 90,411

48,559 90,411

Total Non-Current Liabilities 48,559 90,411

Total Liabilities 49,785 90,411

Net Assets (Liabilities) (10,947) (36,388)

Equity
Retained profits / (accumulated losses) (10,947) (36,388)

Total Equity (10,947) (36,388)

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.
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For The Love Of Wildlife Limited
ABN 20 807 354 752

Detailed Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020

Note 2020 2019
$ $

Current Assets

Cash Assets

Paypal Account 181 136

Westpac Community Solutions 605319 16,230 15,066

Westpac Public Trust Fund acc no 605327 21,645 38,236

38,056 53,437

Current Tax Assets

GST clearing 578 138

578 138

Total Current Assets 38,633 53,576

Non-Current Assets

Property, Plant and Equipment

Office equipment 4,729

Less: Accumulated amortisation (4,729)

Other

Preliminary expenses 1,219 1,219

Less: Accumulated amortisation (1,015) (771)

204 447

Total Non-Current Assets 204 447

Total Assets 38,837 54,023

These financial statements are unaudited. They must be read in conjunction with the attached Accountant's
Compilation Report and Notes which form part of these financial statements.



Board of Directors’ Statement

The directors have determined that the company is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report 
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies prescribed in Note 1 to the financial statements. 

The directors of the company declare that:

1.  the financial statements and notes, present fairly the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2020 and its 
performance for the year on that date in accordance with the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the 
financial statements;

2. in the directors opinion, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its 
debt when they become due and payable. 

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the directors.

Chair:   Date:      30 October 2020
 Donalea Patman OAM

Treasurer:   Date:      30 October 2020
 Dianne Lofts-Taylor
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Auditor’s Statement
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Thank you to our fantastic volunteers for all your help over the year and your 
commitment to do more for wildlife! 

If you wish to volunteer and have skills that can contribute to our campaigns or assist 
with the daily running of the organisation, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 
info@fortheloveofwildlife.org.au

We couldn’t do it without you

A very big thank you for the ongoing support and in 
particular, the following people and organisations for 
their donations, volunteering and in kind support. 

Rob Downey

Dr Anne Small 

Lynn Johnson & Peter Lanius

Stephen & Colleen Powell

Ric & Karen Pomeranz

Jenny Hyland & Stephen Price 

Kristi Cairns

Pippa Hankinson

Delilah & Christopher Hansson

Chris & Fiona Gretch

Ted Secombe 

Kate Jenvey 

Ariel Spilsbury

Fran Bolland

Amy Tyers

Proserpina Bakehouse

Ingrid Wilde & Mark O’Donnell

Renewable Energy Cup Charity Yacht Race



For the Love of Wildlife Ltd

Australian Registered Charity 
ABN 20807354752
Melbourne, Australia

fortheloveofwildlife.org.au
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